Interfaith Power & Light

A Religious Response to Global Warming

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his Letter from a Birmingham Jail, wrote, "l have almost reached the
regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the
White Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to
‘order’ than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace
which is the presence of justice; who constantly says: 'l agree with you in the goal you seek, but |
cannot agree with your methods of direct action’; who paternalistically believes he can set the timetable
for another man's freedom; who lives by a mythical concept of time and who constantly advises the
Negro to wait for a 'more convenient season.' Shallow understanding from people of good will is more
frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will."

The concept of time is an important one. There is "chronos" time - the kind that is set by watches and
calendars; and there is "kairos" time - sometimes called "God's time" - which speaks of ripeness, of
opportunity, of something that can give the present moment new meaning.

We are in a Kairos moment.

We know that there are deep inequities in our communities, in our nation, and in our world. We are not
blind to the grave injustices that have existed and that are even now being further brought to light with
the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, one of many such killings borne of systemic racism in
America. We grieve with our black and brown siblings who are afraid and angry, and who seek
equality and equal protection under the law.

This is a moral issue, deeply tied to white supremacy, economic injustice, voter suppression, and even
climate justice. Those who suffer first and worst are those living in communities that have historically
been marginalized and excluded from policymaking and opportunities for growth.

We look for hope.

While we don't condone acts of violence and destruction, we know that protest and demonstrations of
solidarity can and have led to social change in our society. Our IPL Board Chair, Rev. Dr. Gerald
Durley, marched with Martin Luther King, Jr. during the civil rights movement in the 1960's. He saw
firsthand the power of organizing and peaceful protest in order to make constructive change.

What will we do in our Kairos moment? It is our fervent hope that by coming together, standing with
one another in solidarity in this time of great suffering and challenge, that we can be the moral leaders
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that communities need in this time. Let's take this moment of opportunity to develop a different
interpretation, rooted in a bold, meaningful vision for justice and love in our world.
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